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KEY STAGE 2 SATS
• SATs, or Standard Assessment Tests, are the name for National 

Curriculum Tests.

• They are statutory end of Key Stage tests 

• They are taken in Maths, Reading and SPAG (spelling, 
punctuation and grammar)

• Each test question is worth a number of marks, ranging from 1 
to 3. 

• By looking at the number of marks, you can get an idea of 
what may need to be done to answer the question. 

• Papers are sent away for independent marking. They are 
scanned in and marked on screen so clarity of work is 
important. 

• After the results come in, our staff can check the papers for 
accuracy of marking and tallying the marks as mistakes have 
been found in the past.



HOW WILL OUTCOMES BE 
REPORTED?

• Since 2016, KS2 national curriculum test outcomes are no 
longer reported using levels. Scaled scores are used instead. 

• Instead of receiving levels as has happened up until 2015, 
each pupil sitting the tests will receive:

• A raw score – the total number of marks scored in the test

• A scaled score – the raw score converted against a 
predetermined scale.

• Confirmation of whether or not they have attained the national 
standard – a scaled score of 100 will be needed.

• In addition, all children will also be ‘teacher assessed’ in each 
of reading, writing and maths.

• Working at the expected standard or not in maths and reading

• Working towards, working at, or working at greater depth for 
writing.



A WORD OF WARNING
• The new assessments have had a very definite rise in 

expectations. A child now has to be able to do a lot 
more to be at the expected standard this year than 
they had do in previous years under the old National 
Curriculum.

• There is a complete change in assessment – many areas 
are now complete fit, instead of best fit – e.g. writing



READING



READING
• The texts in the English reading booklet will not 

be linked by a theme. The booklet will contain 
three or four different texts. Texts should start 
with the most accessible, and get more 
challenging. Each text will still contain the same 
variety of questions (inference, authorial intent 
etc.)

• Children will have a total of one hour to read 
the texts and complete the questions at their 
own pace.



READING
• The reading answer booklet will comprise of 

approximately 35 to 40 questions (totalling 50 
marks). 

• The questions are:
• shorter, closed response items (such as multiple 

choice and matching questions)

• shorter, open response items

• longer, open response items that require children 
to explain and comment on the texts in order to 
demonstrate a full understanding.

• Questions are worth 1, 2 or 3 marks.



READING
• This has been the most challenging of the tests 

in the past three years. 

• There was a higher focus on the vocabulary 
used.
• What impression do you have of …

• Lots of questions involving unusual and unfamiliar 
vocabulary – bewilderment, parched, 
rehabilitate etc.

• The threshold required last year to be at the 
required standard was significantly higher than it 
was to be at the required standard in 2016.



SPAG



SPAG
• Children will complete two tests:

• A grammar and punctuation test. This contains 
short answer questions and assesses grammar, 
punctuation and vocabulary. Each question is 
worth one or two marks. The questions range 
from multiple choice to words or short phrases.

• A spelling test. In this test, 20 words will be read 
out and the children need to attempt to spell the 
word correctly.

• There has been a significant shift in expectation 
here – especially with the terminology used.



MATHS



MATHS
• There are three maths papers. Two written, 

reasoning papers and an arithmetic paper. The 
papers include calculating skills, understanding of 
shapes, symmetry and reading charts. 

• In all papers, children are encouraged to show how 
they arrived at an answer. Marks are awarded for 
showing working out, even if the answer is wrong. 
Children will also be expected to show an 
understanding of how to use and apply their 
mathematical knowledge in a variety of ways or ‘to 
think like a mathematician’. There is NO calculator 
paper. 

• The third paper is on arithmetic skills. The paper is 
completely number based, and is numerical only –
there are no worded questions.



WRITING
• Writing is teacher assessed – there is no test.

• It will be assessed over a range of writing across 
the work that has been done this year.

• Writing is moderated to agree the school’s 
judgements

• There have been two significant changes this 
year:
• The expectation is much higher than previous 

years – in old money, the expectation is nearer a 
4a/5c

• The guidance for assessment is a ‘complete fit’, 
rather than a ‘best fit’. This means that the 
children need to achieve ALL of the statements, 
including ones from the preceding grade.



WRITING



WRITING



WRITING



HOW IS SATS WEEK ORGANISED?
• A timetable is issued to school, telling us on 

which days tests must be administered.

• We can determine at what time tests begin.

• All children must sit the tests at the same time.

• Tests are completed in the classrooms, and in 
any available spaces, with any displays that 
may help covered over.

• The LA monitor 10% of schools per year – we 
were monitored last year



SATS TIMETABLE



HOW ARE SATS CARRIED OUT
• The tests are carried out in familiar 

surroundings with as much sensitivity as it is 
possible, mainly in the classrooms, 
although some children will work in areas 
around the school. 

• The lead invigilator will be the 
Headteacher.

• Everything will be done to help your child 
feel at ease and to allow them to give of 
their best.



HOW CAN YOU HELP
• SATs can be a worrying time for your child and 

can lead to nervousness as the tests approach. 
Good coping strategies include:
• Reassure them that they just have to try their best 

on the day.
• Allow them to choose a small favourite toy to 

take in for comfort.
• Keep an early and regular bedtime routine in the 

days leading up to and including the test week. 
• Ensure your child has breakfast every day, 

especially during the week of the tests. Research 
shows that children who miss breakfast perform 
worse in late morning.

• Check your child can tell the time accurately so 
they will know how long there is to go in the test.



USEFUL WEBSITES

• Useful websites for Year 6 SATs revision

• http://www.compare4kids.co.uk/learn.php

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/

• http://amathsdictionaryforkids.com/

http://www.compare4kids.co.uk/learn.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/
http://amathsdictionaryforkids.com/


ADDITIONAL THINGS WE OFFER
• Breakfast club

• During SATs week, children can come in to school at 
8:30 for breakfast and to enable a smooth transition 
for the day.

• General help and support

• If you or your child have any concerns, either about 
the test, or any of the content, then please come 
and talk to us to see if there is anything we can do to 
help.

• We will be sending home a SATs parent guide with 
commonly misspelled words and other useful 
information. 



WHAT HAPPENS WITH THE RESULTS?
• Reading, SPAG and maths tests are all externally 

marked. 

• Test results are marked on screen and so are no 
longer returned to school. However, in July, 
results are returned to school and these will be 
reported, along with teacher assessments, to 
parents by the end of the year. 

• Secondary schools also use this data to support 
their transition programmes for moving in to Year 
7.




