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Update on SEND at Palace Wood
We are very fortunate to be one of the partner schools in
the LEAF group (Leading Education and Achievement For
all). As part of this connection, we recently had a SEN Review. Two senior members of staff from Five Acre Wood
School conducted the review, and I am proud of the very
positive feedback that we all received! There are of course
actions to take moving forward, such as providing parents
of children receiving intervention support with more information about the additional learning so that they can also
help at home.
All teachers are teachers of SEN, and we are pleased that
the reviewers saw brilliant inclusive practice on their visits.
As you have hopefully heard, the Five Acre Wood School
satellite classrooms have now been officially agreed by the
cabinet member following the consultation. We’ve made
strong links with the team who are already working with a
class of Key Stage 2 children at the existing satellite at East
Borough Primary School. Some of our teachers and teaching assistants have been visiting the satellite this term to
get to know some of the pupils that will be joining our Palace Wood community, as well as picking up some handy
resources and tips to bring back to our mainstream classes!

SENCO Surgeries
Good partnerships between home and school are important for all learners, but are invaluable for pupils with
SEN.
I will be holding SENCO Surgeries to give parents and carers another opportunity to meet and discuss any SENrelated worries or queries.
The surgeries are in addition to the other times that you
can speak to me, such as by arranging a meeting or seeing
me at Parent’s Evening. I am more than happy to speak to
any parent at any point of the year, if and when the need
arises. Your child doesn't have to be on the school SEN
register and I can offer support and advice about your
child’s emotional wellbeing as well as their academic learning needs. The next SENCO Surgery will be on Tuesday 26th
March from 2pm, please email me to book a space
amy.root@palacewood.kent.sch.uk

Transition to Secondary School Pilot
Now that our Year 6 pupils know which schools that they will be starting at in September, the
idea of leaving is becoming very real. Transition to Year 7 can be a tricky time for all pupils,
especially those with SEN. A team of specialist teachers are running a pilot study about how to
best support children through this journey, and we are fortunate enough to have been asked
to join.
Me and Miss Ridout have been meeting a team of teachers from local primary and secondary
schools to devise exciting ways to make the transition to secondary school as smooth as possible.
If you’d like to know some strategies to use at home to help your child with the move to secondary, get in touch or speak to one of the Year 6 team.
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Speech, Language and Communication
Ideas
I am passionate about supporting children’s communication and am keen to help parents/carers with this. There
are many ways that we can improve our communication
with children, such as using visual supports or by nurturing a positive or growth mindset through the conversations that we have with them and the choice of questions
that we use.
This resource is from the Worcestershire SALT service,
who have a brilliant Facebook page full of ideas that are
so helpful, for parents of children with or without SEN!

Dyslexia and Working Memory
Did you know that we do not need a pupil to have a
formal diagnosis of dyslexia in order for us to support
them in school? We can even apply for special adjustments for SATs and PESE (11+) assessments if these
are needed.
If a teacher notices that a child is presenting with dyslexic traits in the classroom, they will ensure that the
in-class support is ample. For example, a child may
receive additional visual supports, or be given printed
information rather than having to copy from the
board. Pastel paper exercise books may be used, or
the child may use a Dictaphone or laptop to support
them in written tasks.
As well as in-class support, pupils may need a boost
from a burst of additional intervention. All of our
teachers and TAs have received training from an Educational Psychologist in how to run an intervention
called precision teaching. Some children will not learn
to read using phonics, and learning high frequency
words through precision teaching may be the best option for them.

Lastly… we need your ideas!
What would you like to see featured within future SEN newsletters?
Perhaps you would like more about communication, maybe practical
information about how to support a specific SEN issue, or mental health
and emotional wellbeing.
Also, I wish to set up some informal information sessions for parents/carers to attend, sometimes offering an opportunity to have a guest speaker such as a speech therapist or a specialist teacher. I would value some feedback from you as to
what you’d like to know more about, what time of day would be best as well as anything else that will help me to make
these sessions as meaningful and relevant to you as possible! These aren't just for parents of pupils with SEN, so you do
not have to have a child on the SEN register to get back to me with your thoughts.
Please catch me on the playground, drop me an email amy.root@palacewood.kent.sch.uk or call me via the office.

